
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



1816.] NATURAL SCIENCES OF PHILADELPHIA. 327 



December 19. 
Mr. Vaux, Vice-President, in the chair. 
Thirty-five members present. 

Mineralogical Notes Mr. Joseph Willcox said that the two 

fine crystals of scapolite, which were presented this evening by 
Mr. Vaux, were found at a new locality for this mineral, in St. 
Lawrence County, N. Y., and that a specimen from the same 
locality had recently been received in this city which weighs about 
25 pounds, and is probably the largest scapolite crystal ever found. 

He also referred to a specimen of quartz on the table from the 
well-known locality of green quartz at Blue Hill, in Delaware 
County, Pa. This specimen had been exposed to the weather for 
a few weeks, and had lost nearly all its green color. This green 
quartz is found in several veins of chlorite, much decomposed, 
and each of different intensity in color. The quartz occurring in 
each vein corresponds in color to the matrix. 

Impurities in Drinking Water Mr. Willcox also stated that, 

during the last eight years, whenever the Schuylkill River has 
been covered with ice, he observed that the water supplied by the 
city possessed a disagreeable odor and taste, like chlorine. Large 
quantities of chloride of lime are daily used at Manayunk and at 
the Wissahickon for bleaching purposes, and the chlorine gas is 
liberated from it by the application of alum and sulphuric acid. 
A large portion of the chlorine gas subsequently escapes from the 
water before it reaches Fairmount ; but when the river is covered 
with ice, this process of purification is i*etarded, and the offensive 
element is practically conveyed, in a covered trough, from the 
mills to the pumps that supply our city with water. He was not 
competent to state if chlorine in this condition is prejudicial to 
health. Being a powerful disinfectant it may be a providential 
interposition for the prevention of disease that might be caused 
by the foul material that is carried in such profusion through the 
sewers into the Schuylkill River, and which, on account of the ice, 
would otherwise be transported into our water-pipes in its original 
impurity. 

On Excrescences and Excentric Wood Groivths in the Trunks of 
Trees. — Mr. Thomas Meehan said that on many trees were pecu- 
liar excrescences, which, up to a few years ago, had been referred 
primarily to insect origin. Cutting these through lengthwise 
there was no appearance of this agency. There were layers of 
wood of annual growth, just as in the normal parts of the tree. 



